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USSO History: Lincoln’s Audience in the Cooper Union Speech
[bookmark: _GoBack]The cooper union speech by Abraham Lincoln was addressed, partly, in response to Senator Douglas concerning his earlier statements about slavery. It tried to insinuate that forefathers who coined the country knew too well what was best for them than they may understand now. It addressed the southern states voters who mocked the Republican Party that was only associated with people from the north, destined to see the slaves rebel against their masters in the USSO. It also urged the republicans not to be silent and stand to fight against slavery for it was evil and wrong—the audience at the cooper union comprised majorly of republicans.
From Dayton's letter to his former master of 1865 to the black code of St Landry parish of 1865 and the reconstruction amendment of the United States constitution, it is evident that slavery was a deep-rooted evil that required brave personalities like Lincoln to speak against and fight. The fines and the corporal punishment put for slaves who violated the far-fetched regulations were discriminatory and inhuman. Lincoln's powerful cooper union speech addressed these evils in totality, leaving no chance of doubt by those who supported the vice. By addressing Senator Douglas's claims, he removed all doubts about his party's support for abolishing slavery.
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